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theological teaching; the Yorkshire College was definitely hostile
to the proposal; and even at Manchester opinion was divided. Dr.
Bodington, the principal of the Yorkshire College, led the opposi-
tion, and the proposal was defeated. Subsequent attempts to provide
theological teaching were made, and eventually in 1900 a resolution
to establish a faculty of theology was accepted. The Yorkshire
College refused to take any steps in the matter, and the controversy
showed that the constituent members of the Victoria University
were hopelessly divided. Another grievance was that meetings of
the Court and of examiners took place at Manchester and this
involved considerable travelling for members from the other
colleges.
The foundation of the University of Birmingham brought mat-
ters to a head. It was immediately asked that if Birmingham had
its own university, why should there not be separate universities
for Manchester, Liverpool, and Leeds. Liverpool was the first to
move. For some years it had been accumulating a sufficient endow-
ment, and by 1901 it made its claim to the status of an independent
university. The Yorkshire College was strongly opposed to the
impending dissolution, but the course of events depended upon the
attitude adopted by Owens College. After some time the Court
decided that the establishment of a separate university for Man-
chester was desirable. The Yorkshire College was convinced of the
merits of a federal university, and at a meeting in 1902 its governors
passed a resolution to the effect that they "came with reluctance to
the decision that the establishment of a University for Yorkshire
appeared to have become a necessity." Liverpool and Manchester
received their charters in October 1903, and the Yorkshire College
was left as the sole constituent member of the Victoria University.
The Privy Council was not favourable to the idea of a Yorkshire
university and preferred the title of University of Leeds. On 25th
April 1904, the University of Leeds came into existence by
royal charter. The successors of the colleges which originally
constituted the Victoria University with the Universities of Sheffield
and Birmingham still co-operate through the Northern Joint
Matriculation Board.
Sheffield had possessed a People's College founded in 1842 by
the Rev. R, S. Bailey. This formed the nucleus of what was after-
wards the arts side of Sheffield University. There was also a
Mechanics' Institute and a Medical School that had been opened in
1828. The Firth College at Sheffield was founded by a wealthy